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MARCH 18 

Band Booster Meeting 
Board 6:00 PM 

General Membership 7:30 PM 
Library 

 
APRIL 7 

Mandatory Trip Meeting 
7 PM Open Commons 

 
APRIL 9-13 
Spring Trip 
Orlando, FL 

 
MAY 20 

Spring Concert 
7:00 PM 
JRHS 

 
MAY 21 

Night Honoring Mr. Stegner 
7:00 PM 

 
MAY 27 

Band Banquet 
 

JUNE 13 
Graduation  
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Congratulations to the James River Band Program for being named a Vir-
ginia Honor Band for the 14th consecutive year.  Both Symphonic and 
Concert Bands received superior ratings at the Virginia Band and Orches-
tra Director's Concert Band Festival at Goochland High School on Febru-
ary 29 and March 1.  James River High School Band is one of only two 
bands in the Commonwealth of Virginia to have been named a Virginia 
Honor Band in EVERY year of their existence.  Congratulations to all 
concerned. 
  
Our next major event is the spring trip to Disney in Orlando, April 9-13.  
Thanks to Sandy Bowen for chairing this committee.  A mandatory pre-
trip meeting will be held in the open commons at James River High 
School on April 7 at 7 PM.   
  
Our Spring Concert is on May 20 at 7 PM here at James River High 
School.  Exciting plans are being made for this concert.  I have Roger 
Behrend (Chief Solo Euphonium for the Navy Band) and Mike Goldberg 
(former Channel 6 weatherman and concert clarinetist) both playing solos 
with the band.  Some other surprises are in store as well. 
  
By the time you have received this newsletter, marching band forms will 
have been sent home for next year.  I have been closely working with 
Keith Cottrill, the new band director, to see that the transition from one 
director to the next will be seamless.  You can expect the band to operate 
on the same schedule as this year’s. 
  
Thanks again to all who are involved in making this band program so spe-
cial.  It is a pleasure to work with and for such quality people.  Thanks for 
all you do.    
 

� Yours In Truth and  Beauty ‘til Graduation Do Us Part, 

� � � � � ��������	�
�
�

  JAMES  RIVER  HIGH  SCHOOL  BAND   BOOSTERS 
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"The Streak Continues" 
  
For the 50th straight year, the band program at John Titus High 
School in Midlothian has achieved the highest ranking possible 
for high school bands in Virginia.  This past weekend, the JTHS 
band program was awarded the title of Virginia Honor Band, by 
scoring perfect ones in all categories.  Speaking from the Jim 
Stegner Band Room at JTHS, retiring band director, Philip 
Grimes, leans back in his hover golf cart and savors the feeling 
once again of what it means to be an Honor Band.   
  
"This band is awesome," Grimes declares, "But still, no band 
can hold a candle to the 2007-2008 Regiment that I was a part 
of in Mr. Stegner's last year.  That band had everything:  A 
great trombone section, a superb percussion group, perfect tim-
ing, rhythm, heart and soul."   
  
Grimes stares into space reliving that moment 36 years ago 
when, in his senior year, the Regiment became an Honor Band 
for the 14th year in a row.  He continues, "We wanted that 
Honor Band rating so bad for Mr. Stegner's last year at the high 
school that we actually practiced at home the week before the 
competition.  We were ready.  We would have gladly given up 
our lunch hours, our weekends and some of us even gave up 
our homework, in order to be prepared.  There was no way we 
were going to be denied the Honor Band rating." 
  
Back to reality.  We have no idea what will happen in 36 years 
at JTHS or in the Jim Stegner Band Room, but what we do 
know is that this past weekend, the James River High School 
Concert and Symphonic bands scored all ones on their way to 
a 14th straight Virginia Honor Band rating.  The Boosters would 
like to congratulate Mr. Stegner and each student who spent 
hours practicing, whether before, during or after school on this 
special accomplishment.  Please take a moment and send your 
congratulations to Mr. Stegner through either email or snail 
mail. 
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This year’s trip is to Orlando to visit Disney World Magic Kingdom, Epcot 
Center and Disney MGM Hollywood Studios. We have an action-packed 
schedule, there is so much to see and do! 

 
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ������������������������������������ ����
 

· Wednesday, April 9 at 5:30 pm. Charter buses leave JRHS 
 

· Thursday, April 10, 9:00 am. Arrive at Epcot. Students will receive an Epcot meal voucher. 
Leave Epcot at 6:00 pm to check into hotel. Pool/pizza party at 7:30. Bring your suit! Tow-
els are provided by the hotel. Lights out to be announced by Mr. Stegner.  

 
· Friday, April 11. Buffet breakfast at the hotel. Disney World for the day. Will receive Disney 

meal voucher. Later, participate in the “SpectroMagic Parade”. This parade features a mil-
lion lights and the Disney characters. Stay until closing then return to the hotel. 

 
· Saturday, April 12. Check out and have breakfast. Arrive at MGM Studios. Will receive 

meal voucher for park. 7:00 pm departure for home. The trip wraps up with the traditional 
“Stegner grocery store invasion” where the students will have the opportunity to shop for 
snacks and refreshments for the trip home. We will stop for breakfast in North Carolina. 

 
· Sunday, April 13 around Noon. Return to JRHS 
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The next deadline is March 15  for your final payment. The total trip cost is $510 per person.  
Student accounts can be used to pay for the trip.  
 
Remember, there is a mandatory student/parent pre-trip meeting on April 7 at 7:00 pm in the 
open commons . We will have a notary present if you need to update your medical permission 
forms. 
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· A state issued photo ID or drivers license from the DMV 
· White socks and dinkles for the parade 
· Sunscreen and hat 

· G and PG rated DVDs to watch on the bus 
· Bathing suit 
· Camera 
· Spending money 
· Comfy clothes, blanket, pillow, etc. for the bus 

 
 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Sandy Bowen at 378-0606 or at ad-
bowen@msn.com or Mr. Stegner in the band room. 
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Student Account  
Inquiries: 
Ann Boelzner: 
jrhsboosters@yahoo.com 
 
Contact/E-mail Updates: 
Send changes to your mail-
ing address/e-mail to:  
jrhsboosters@yahoo.com 
 
Bugle Articles: 
Articles are due the 22nd of 
each month. E-mail them to 
our mailbox at 
jrhsboosters@yahoo.com  
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